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strongly of opinion that it is only exceptional circumstances
which can justify so long a term as I have had in the Presi-
dency. It is good for the Society and for Numismatics that
its Presidential chair should pass on at shorter intervals from
one of its Fellows to another so that fresh minds and fresh
ideas should he put at its service, and it is fortunate indeed
that we should have so many among us whose gifts and
qualities so eminently fit them for the position and notably
their possessing a commanding and wide knowledge of the
science of Numismatics, which I cannot pretend to rival. My
own role in life has been that of an historian who has used
coins galore in his work and who in his heart loves coins as
historical documents of the first class rather than as a syste-
matic numismatist loves them. It is pleasant indeed for me
to find myself succeeded by one whom I have known intimately
and have greatly regarded since he was a boy. He has made
himself famous in more fields of archaeology than one, and as
a numismatist has written monographs of the first quality.
Lastly, he has another special qualification for this post,
namely, that he is a famous collector and has put his collec-
tions, and will, I know, put them often again, at the service of
the Society. I wish him every success, and I know that you
will be as kind to him as you have been to me. It is pleasant,
ladies and gentlemen, to be able to sing my " Nunc Dimittis "
with these thoughts and these words.

Let me now turn from personal matters to others more
interesting. Last year I ventured to bring before you the
question of the two Numismatic Societies uniting in one effort
to bring out a new edition of Buding's Annals, which should
incorporate the great mass of documents which have turned
up since the last edition and also include a complete corpus
of English coins up to date. The project was approved by
unanimous votes in both societies, whose members considered
that their country which is so rich in numismatists and so rich
in documents should not be behind France, Italy, and